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Abstract In the era of frequent global public health problems, responding to these
problems is a huge, complex and systematic social project. Although medical science is the
main player, it also calls for multi-disciplinary collaboration. In this regard, anthropology, as a
member of the humanities and social sciences, can also play a corresponding role. In the case of
the Ebola epidemic in West Africa, anthropology actively intervened and unleashed
extraordinary energy. First of all, anthropologists creatively constructed a convenient and open
public platform to rally the academic community and gather their wise inputs; and secondly,
anthropologists not only put in theoretical knowledge, but also applied it to practice, revising
and refining key epidemic response strategies. In this process, although anthropology
maintained a distinct and unique position, it did not deny the theoretical basis and therapeutic
principles of modern medicine. On the contrary, it made the people in the affected areas

accept, rather than resist, the operation mode and mechanism of modern medicine.
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