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Abstract The exhibition of a race at modern world’ s expositions once used social
Darwinism as a theoretical basis to select, classify and display the bodies and cultures of
peoples labeled as “ barbaric” and * primitive” in order to link * civilization” with the
superiority of the white race. After the Meiji Restoration, Japan, which was committed to
“civilization enlightenment” , followed the example of the Western “human zoo” to display
human beings. By displaying the aboriginal Ainu people of Hokkaido, whose physical
characteristics were close to those of the white race, at the World Expo, Japan tried to
demonstrate the superiority of the “ Yamato” as the yellow race and the achievements of their
civilization. After this display, which was intended to bring the “Yamato” to the top of the
“ethnic hierarchy” , was rejected by the West, Japan gradually turned the stage display of the
Ainu to the domestic, and juxtaposed it with other colonial indigenous peoples at the time, to
justify Japan’s policy of “ethnic assimilation” in Asia. This change of strategy highlighted the
attempt of modern Japan to construct a discourse system, in which the “Japanese nation” was
the leader of the East Asian alliance, to talk with the white race on an equal footing, thus
leapfrogging into the ethnopolitical and even civilization order centered in Europe and the United

States.

(A FRREEAENEES XEEREH X R, FiE,200433)
(FAEshit, Eha)

(D John L. Hennessey, “Moving up in the world; Japan’s manipulation of colonial imagery at the 1910 Japan — British Exhibition” , Museum
History Journal, vol. 11, no.1, 2018, pp.24 —41.
@ (H)H BB (MEEDBGEY: £ 4 S LOE) , hIvAmmt, 1992 4,5 212 1T,
®  CHVHURAER : CCMBIR) AR 30588 CEEaIE LA, 5% DRI 1) it s, 1994 45,55 252 71,
@ (H)MA - KB, SRAEE (R iR AN AL GE SRR A A ) Ak 2Bk SOk i iRAd , 2020 41, 55 320 T,
89



