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Abstract The Copts are the largest ethnic minority in Egypt and the largest Christian
group in the Middle East. Since the beginning of the 1950s, under the influence of Nasser’s
nationalized economic policies and Arab nationalism, the Copts began to emigrate to the West
and formed relatively large Coptic diaspora communities in countries and regions outside Egypt.
So far, the Copts abroad from Egypt have presented a group characteristics that needs urgent
attention; from the perspective of population composition, they are mainly male middle class
with high level of cultural knowledge and strong professional and technical capability; from the
perspective of diaspora destinations, most of the overseas Copts mainly reside in North America,
Australia and Europe countries, and a small number of them work and live in the Arab Gulf
states and China; from the perspective of the way of diaspora, the Copts abroad have established
Coptic churches wherever they go to maintain their identity and transnational ties; and from the
perspective of diaspora types, the Copts have formed diaspora groups of cultural and political
type and economic exchange type in their international migration. Although living in foreign
countries, the overseas Copts have never ceased to pay attention to, participate in and influence
the affairs in various fields of their native Egypt. On the one hand, they have established
economic ties with Egypt through remittances, investments, charitable donations and tourism,
and on the other hand, they have participated in Egyptian political activities through political
lobbying. At the same time, the overseas Copts have sent new ideas and new concepts to
Egyptian society through community organizations, so as to promote the development of public

welfare and charity as well as social and cultural exchanges and changes in Egypt.
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