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Abstract Why should a state adopt a decentralization policy in its nationalist regions in
the absence of pressures such as violent conflicts while having fears that decentralization
would increase the risk of separation? The existing theories fail to provide a satisfactory
explanation for the important case of decentralization in Scotland of the UK. By applying and
developing the classic multisource model of public policy and based on first-hand historical
data this author finds that the rise of the small local party — the Scottish National Party —is a
necessary condition without any doubt that drives the national decision-makers namely the
large parties such as the Conservative Party and the Labour Party to shift from opposing to
supporting the decentralization policy but the condition that “pulls the trigger” is the political
pressures on the large parties exerted by the rise of the small party including the electoral
pressure brought by the intensity of the race or the distribution of votes of the large parties and
the administrative threat to the ruling party being in a predicament of minority government that

calls for the support of small parties to form a coalition government.
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