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Abstract From the 1830s to the 1850s, a group of intellectual elites, known as the
“American school of ethnology” by subsequent scholars, introduced the discourse of “science”
into the discussion of the construction of the American nation, based on the research methods of
natural sciences such phrenology and anatomy. By conducting “scientific” research on difference
races, this American school of ethnology established a theoretical system centered on the theory of
white racial supremacy and the image of Afro-Americans as an “inferior” race “adapted to
slavery” bestowed by white civilization. On the one hand, this construction catered to the slave-
owning mindset of the southern slaveholders at that time, and was used as a basis to prove the
rationality of slavery. On the other hand, it stimulated the racial identity within the white
Americans, enhanced the “racial” characteristics in the construction of the nation before the
Civil War, and created a boundary between racial superiority and inferority in a “scientific”
sense, thus laying an important theoretical foundation for the ensuing development of “scientific

racism” in the United States.
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