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Abstract  Since the second half of the 19" century, the ethnic groups in northeastern
Thailand have been assigned a regional name; Isanese, in the dominant narrative of Bangkok as
the capital and center of the country. The Isan people is marginalized politically in the country
and cuturally assimilated into the mainstream Thai culture, and lags behind in social and
economic development. The Isan people has emerged as a complex and controversial regional
identity in ethnnic relations, a riven but cultural continuum, between Thailand and Laos. By
sorting out the development of the Isan issue, this article puts it in the background of the
dissemination of early nationalist ideology, the game between the capitalist and communist
thoughts in the region and the construction of contemporary national values, to highlight the
identity politics of the Isan people and show the difficult integration process promoted by the Thai
government towards the Isan people. In the current multicultural background and the interaction
between the Isan people and the Thai government, the regional sense of identity, identity
politics, regional economic and cultural development appeals of the Isan people continue to
strengthen. In recent years, the rising voice of Isan populism, the rising of Isanism and the
continuous development and change of the Isan issue have exerted a significant and profound

impact on the construction of naional politics and values in Thailand.
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