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Abstract As a cross-discipline, the area and country study has become a new growth
point in the current domestic academic circles, in which anthropology with the mission of
“understanding others, understanding the world” should play an essential role. This article
reviews the area and country studies of the UK and the US, traditionally two great powers, and
analyzes the knowledge contribution of anthropology in them, arguing that fieldwork advocated
by anthropology as methodology can provide a knowledge basis for cross-cultural understanding.
In addition, anthropological attention to cross-regional and cross-country mobility can be a
useful complement to country-specific studies. In the area and country studies in China in the
new era, anthropology should organically combine the characteristics of the traditional discipline
with Chinese national context, while searching for new theoretical and methodological

dimensions under the guidance of “a community with a shared future for mankind”.
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