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Abstract The concept of “Minzu” (meaning nation, nationality, people or ethnic group in
Chinese ) , as a descriptive and analytical tool, has been widely used with the construction of nation-
state and the expansion of its influence. As a result, all kinds of stable human communities formed
in the evolution of human beings are called “Minzu”. Human beings are social animals, born with
the nature of clustering, and Minzu is only the result and form of human nature of clustering.
However, the integration of individual human beings into a Minzu community is realized through a
series of mechanisms of gathering people into the group. Minzu has the mechanism and function of
integrating individual population into a whole. Such a function of population integration with
underlying logical significance is embodied by two basic Minzu types: national group and ethnic
group. There are qualitative differences in the population integration functions between national
group and ethnic group, but they are inevitably entangled, thus exerting an important influence on
the individual population, society, state and even the social form of human beings. Therefore, the
study of Minzu must pay attention to this important internal mechanism, explore its form and

function, and then construct an internal narrative about Minzu.
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