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Abstract The secessionist movements in sub-Saharan African countries are characterized
by increasing in numbers and spreading in distribution across the whole region. Colonial
legacies and ethnic demands are the main factors that stimulate the secessionist movements. The
secessionist movements manifest themselves in demands for autonomy, independence or
integration with other countries, which change as circumstances change. The strength contrast
determines the strategy the secessionist movements would pursue. Armed struggle,
parliamentary election, street protest and network mobilization have all become options of the
secessionist movements in different situations and appeared to be used together. In sub-Saharan
Africa, secession is not an effective way to solve problems. Instead, it creates new and more
problems. In the process of dealing with the secessionist movements, sub-Saharan African
countries have combined hard governance with soft governance. The former is used to suppress
and quell chaos quickly in a short run, while the latter is dedicated to long-term pacification and
reconciliation. The success or failure of sub-Saharan African countries in managing secession

and the lessons learned deserve close attention.

(E# ,#%F, 2@ AF ——E R FEMNFRFQ, BA,650091)
W T 4]

(D Lyubov Ya. Prokopenko, “The Principle ‘ One Zambia, One Nation’ : Fifty Years Later”, Social Evolution & History, vol. 17, no. 1,
2018, p.67.
@ IR R R E SRR BRI SE) , B R £ 0F5E) 2015 R4 4 1)

18



