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Abstract Since Ne Win Junta’ s ruling was toppled in 1988, the Myanmar Union
Government has been pushing forward reconciliations with ethnic armed groups. In this process,
the Union government seized the opportunity and reached the historical ceasefire agreement on
May 9th 1989 with the United Wa State Army (UWSA ), which was separated from the military
forces of the Communist Party of Burma when the party collapsed. The relationship improved
rapidly, and the two sides were in peace. Subsequently, more ceasefire agreements between the
Union government and other ethnic armed groups were signed. However, their relationships are
still plagued with conflicts and complexities. In view of state-building, the approaches of
political amalgamation, army unification, economic conglomeration taken by the Union
Governments triggered resentment from the UWSA.Such resentment is also aggravated by the
Union Government’ s declining tolerance toward other ethnic armed groups. Even though the
civil government led by NLD is pushing forward national reconciliation with its full strength, the

prospect of radical concession from the government and the UWSA is still gloomy.
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