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Abstract In the several waves of immigration after World War I, a nationalistic Europe
gradually transformed into a multicultural Europe. Step by step European countries such as
Germany, France and England abandoned the immigration policy of “ exclusion” or
“assimilation” and took a public policy of multiculturalism, embracing an inclusive and diverse
society with a more open attitude to immigrants. However, given the current situation,
multiculturalism is no longer seen as an answer to but rather a cause of Europe’ s social
problems, for example, parallel societies, conflicting values, broken national identity and
growing religious conflicts. While critical reflections on multiculturalism took place, the idea of
a “ dominant culture” ( Leitkultur) gradually surfaced. However, in the largest European
refugee crisis since 2015 where multiculturalism has met its downfall, the policies of “dominant

culture” and “full assimilation” both have an uncertain future.
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