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Abstract As an important mechanism for racialism and slavery in Western societies,
“dehumanization” is deeply rooted in Western philosophy and its religions as well as knowledge
from anthropology. It is an extreme development of the boundary between “us” and *the
other”. However, in the Western world, the belief of human uniqueness and superiority to all
other creatures and the theory that all things are created for the benefit of humans and should be
used by humans have offered philosophical and religious sources of origin for the formation of
“dehumanization”. Once a group of people are seen to be close to animals, they are likely to be
treated as animals. Thereby begins the practice of dehumanization. Direct consequences of
dehumanization include; slaves institutionalized as properties, racism, and violence against
people who are viewed as sub-human. Groups of people who have been dehumanized for
extended periods of time often automatically internalize the mechanism of dehumanization and
thus become “the ideal slaves” that assist justification of slavery and racism as well as a culture

of slaves with reduced personhood.
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