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Abstract  As an African American leader, Du Bois put forward different political ideas and
different strategies at different times, among which nationalism and integrationism stood out
most prominently. The present paper discusses these two political ideologies and strategies
through examining their main contents and analyzing the underlying logic. It argues that
fundamentally speaking, Du Bois was an integrationist, encouraging black people to integrate
into the American society. He shifted to nationalism only when opposition and rejection from the
white society broke his hope and dream. Throughout his life, integrationism and nationalism

alternated in his political thought and political strategies.
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