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Abstract This essay presents and tests some of the hypotheses of the origin of shamanism.

Two topics are discussed from the perspective of archeology/archeologists. One topic is set in

the early periods of Neolithic Eurasia; the other is about recent findings and theories on

prehistoric cognitive evolution/revolution as well as relevant application in the neighboring

discipline of anthropology. This article will mainly discuss the relationship between cognitive

evolution/revolution and the simple functions of hunting, singing, dancing, initiation and

healing, etc. Instead of taking the risk of attempting to reconstruct the early forms of cognitive

evolution/revolution from a methodological point of view, the discussion will be contained only

in the following five aspects: initiation rituals, hunting communities, healing and music,

repetition and rhythm, as well as rock art and community rituals.
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